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The Hong Kong Institute of Horticultural Science (HKIHS) and the School of Life Sciences of CUHK are proud
to present this Symposium on Urban Forest Management and Tree Risk Assessment to mark the 10th
anniversary of the HKIHS. We are fortunate and grateful to have the support of scientists and tree experts from
Australia, Singapore, United State of America, mainland China and Taiwan to share with us their knowledge and
experience on urban forestry and tree assessment. The symposium will provide a common ground and platform
to us all to share our views. We are convinced that this symposium will broaden and deepen participants’
understanding and techniques in urban forest ecology and management.
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Mr lan Shears Practice Lead Urban Forest and Green Infrastructure at the City of
Melbourne, has specialized in green infrastructure and urban landscape management for
over 20 years. He and his teams have been credited with the development of some of
Australia’s most progressive environmental strategies at a city level including the Urban
Forest Strategy, Climate Change Adaptation Strategy and Nature in the City Strategy,
and with the implementation of a $60 million climate adaptation program focusing on
strategic green infrastructure interventions in the public realm. This progressive
approach was awarded a number of prizes including the Best Specific Environmental
Initiative for Local Government 2013 by the United Nations Association of Australia at the
World Environment Day Awards; the Adaptation and Resilience Award at the C40 and
Siemen City Climate Leadership Awards 2014; and the AILA 2016 National Award of
Excellence: Research, Policy and Communication for the Urban Forest Strategy. His
current policy research focuses on understanding the health and economic benefits of
green infrastructure, biodiversity and ecology in cities, integrated water management,
urban heat island mitigation, and the impacts of climate change and catalyzing green
roofs and walls.

Mr Swee Ping Tee has been working with National Parks Board (NParks), Singapore for
over 28 years. He has a great passion for greenery, especially living flora. He believes
strongly that our living environment would be a better place if man learns to give greater
respect and consideration to all plants. He is a keen gardener since his early youth years,
with passion and energy that is being sustained till today. He graduated professionally in
Agriculture in 1976. He believes in continual life-long learning and has translated that
tenet by undertaking various educational pursuits to equip himself more effectively in the
course of his working life - he is a Certified Arborist CA), Certified Arborist Municipal
Specialist, a Certified Practising Horticulturist (CPH), achieved Tree Risk Assessment
Qualfication (TRAQ), and has earned additional qualifications such as Diploma in
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Mr Mark Duntemann is the owner of Natural Path Urban Forestry Consultants. He
achieved a MSc in Forestry, with an emphasis on urban forestry, from the University of
Wisconsin - Madison. Mark is an International Society of Arboriculture (ISA)
Board-Certified Master Arborist and instructor for the ISA's Tree Risk Assessment
Qualification. Along with TRAQ, he maintains his LANTRA (UK) tree assessment
certification. Mark is the ISA representative to the Council of Tree and Landscape
Appraisers (CTLA), currently tasked with developing the 10th edition of the Plant
Appraisal Guide. He received the ISA's True Professional Award in 2016. He serves as
an expert witness in numerous tree-related litigation cases and uses this experience to
inform his perspective on tree risk. His work focuses primarily on developing
system-level tree risk management policies.
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